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- FRbM | | ADMIRAL WELANDER Zo R T s
“SUBJECT: = Level of US Activity in BEAsia - | .

- At the height of the press outcry over the "Cornell Report",
' the Chairman tasked the Joint Staff to come up with the
- facts to set the record straight. | '

The attached, which has been provided Secretary Laird, clearly
‘depicts ‘the downtrend in US activity and the extent to which
~ the RVN has assumed the burden of their own defense. With re-
gard to bomb tonnages, which figured so prominently in the
"cornell Report” allegations, the statistics reveal they
too have decreased significantly. ‘ :

" While the "Cornell Report" seems to have slid from public view,
the data in the attached may be useful ror other purposes. I
‘would assume that much of it could be declassified depending
upon the context in which it is used.. . '
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" Copy to: '
- Colonel Kennedy
. -John Negroponte
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US ACTIVITY REDUCTION

. .

. ‘ Tctaj US actual strengt ths in the RVH have beén reduced
7 by 361,050 from a nay 09 pcuk of 5“% u82 to a 25 HNov 71
o figure of 182 §32. o

Percent reduction in total strength from 30 Apr 69
to 25 Nov 71 is 60, .

L)

Service reductions (in'authorized spaces):

" -"The US Army from a Jul 69 peak of 368,064 has been
- reduced 226,833 spaces (62ﬁ),to a pr@jectedj30 Nov 72 N
| authorlzation of 141,231, ' o

- The US Air Force from a Jul 69 peak of 61,621 has
. _been reduced 28, N53.smaces (463, to afprogected 30 Nov 71
: authcrizatlon of 33,163. | ”
[ - y
- The US Navy from a Jul 69 peak of 3( Msh has been
reduced 28,376 spaces (76%) to a proaected 30 Nov 71 |
authorlzatlon of 9, 078. - '
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‘ - The US Marine Corps from a Jul 69 peak of 8 ,361, has
SR beon reduced 82,833 spaces (98%) to a projected 30 Nov 71
G R authorlzatlon of 528 R | P : o

: Tactical Air

P L LIn SEAsia,US flown attack sorties have been reduced
i . about 84% from about 35,000 in Aug 68 to about 5, 600 in
Oct 71. ‘ _ .
| , - In the RVN, US flown atuaék Sdrtles ﬁave been reduced ;
- about 95% from about 19 000 in Aug 68 to about 870 in :
. Oct 71 ) _ ‘ ‘

B-52 Activity

i ~ = -In SEAsia, B 52 sortles have been reduced about M5ﬂ
‘from 1 »850 in May 68 to about 1, DOO ‘in Oct 71.

i S

B - In the RVN B-52 sorties have been reduced about 90n
~from about 1, TMO in Aug 68 to 186 in Oct - 71 :
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Tactical Air Unlto

- US LacLical fighter and attack squadrons in the RVN -

~on 1 Jul 69 numbered 33 compared to a projected Nl on
- 30 Nov 71, an 8% reduction.

- US fixed wing attack alrcraft in %EA%ia in Aug 69,

- numbered 1,050. There were less than 400 in Sep 71,
Ca 62% reduction. o ‘ :

 MARKET TIME activities

- US‘Navy manned MARKET TIME stations have beéen reduced

 by N5 (about B7%) from 52 in Sep 68 to 7 in Sep 71

j — US Navy ships on patrol have, over the same perlod
been decreased about 92%., :

| Helicopters | K" s

- The number of US hellbopter units has been reduced by

"about 40% from 100 in Jul 69 to 61 projected for 30 Nov 71.
. Total helicopters have been reduced from 3, 542 to 2,370
. (33% reduction) | |

Ground Combat Units

~ US maneuver battallons have been reduce& 83% from the

‘Jul 69 high of 112 to 19 projected for 30 Nov 71

- U8 field artlllery battalkions have been reduced about >

'85% from 77 in Jul 69 to a pPOJected 12 by 30 Nov T1.

-

‘Us Combat Deaths

”~

- From a high-of 1216 ) per month in 1968 Us combat
deaths have been reduced for Aug, Sep and Oct 71 to a
monthly average of 58 about a 95£ reduction,

US Navy Reduction

= Since Jan 69, ship/craft deployments decreased from

S 600 to 18 in Jul;71 or 97% reduction.r

|
- Naval gunfire declined by about 75% (Jun 69 to Sep 71)

- USN River Patrol Operations terminated by Dec 1970.
Y. USN River Assault Operations terminated by ﬁrn 71. R
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- USKN Mlneswccpln and Harbor Defense terminated in
' DCC 70 e N T ,

- EOD Lermlnated in May of 71
US Ground Combat |

- Turnlng over to the RVN, the OffEDSLVE ground comlat

“responsibility against VC/RVA rorces, is complete.

American ground combat forces will remain in = securlty

role to protect US forces.

MSTS Seal—ift and MAC Airlift'

~"Total Cargo manlfeSDed ffom CONUS to RVN reached

a high in Aug 68 of 499,500 short tops. Most recent

figures indicate & reductlon of ShlpUlng by 80%.

- Only 98 short tons.wgre manlfested in Jul 71.
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" RVHAF AS3UMPTIONSH®

Total RVMAFR strensth has groun from C“G 9 thouSand %
~in January 68 to 1052, % thouuand in August 71 a 62.7%
increaoe._ _ ‘

Serv1ce increases

- ARVN (including RF/PR). strength has increased 30.7%
from 1217 3 in January 69 to 1500 9 thousand in August 71.

- VNAF strength hag increased 193.1% from 16,200 in
January 68 to 47,479 in August 71.

- VNN strength has ¢ncreased 161, 7% ;rom 16 400 -in
January 68 to Mz 918VLn September 71.

- The VNMC has incréased 80. O% from 7 600 in Jdnuary 68
to 13, 679 in Scptember 71

Tactical air

o - In SEASL&, VNAF flown attack sortles have increased
80% from about 2,000 ﬁn January (0 to ahouf 3,600 in
September T1. ¢

~ In the RVN, VNAF flown attack sorties have increased
70% from about 2 000 in January 69 to 3, 380 in September 71
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Tactical air unlts T

‘f_ VNAF tactical fighter and attack squedrdns in the RVN
L . on 1 July 69 numbered 8, compared to 11 on 31 October 71 or
= e e _.,.a 37% increase e _‘—-.- _‘,_. e e i e e ot et e

i+_e;_mi;;;m;. - VNAF fixed wing attack alrcraft in the RVN numbered )
140 in July 69. This number 1ncreased to 2MO by 1 October 71

T an incéréase of 70% T T : A
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- “' ¥Thdicat0rs ave addressed in the same order as in Part I.
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. | = MARKET TIMY Staticns - since mid-68, VNN has assumed
S -~ 51 new stations for a Lotal of 61. ViEN now mans 90% of

: - the stations as compared to 16”'in‘midw68‘ ‘

“ s . - During the same pericd, the average number of VNN

: - “ships on patrol increased from 18 to 5? an increase of
‘ ' nearly 2004 . - , ,

Hellcopter

B '~ The number of VNAF hellcopter squadrons lncreabed ,‘
‘;from 5 in July 69 to 14 on 31 Oc¢tober 71, a 180% 1ncrease.

o o - -~ The number of VNAF helicopters 1ncreased from 115 Lo
461 between July 69 and September 71, an increase of 300%.

Ground combat units o e

R -,RVNAF maneuver battalioﬁb have increased 6& from a
R o1 July 69 level of 178 to the Novembcr 71 level of 189.

f: - RVNAF field artlllery battalions have increaoed 237
L '_,from a July 69 level of 47 to a current level of 58

. ~ RVNAR combat deaths | o

i i

i_ \ S - RVNAF combat deaths in SLASla have decreased from

2,027 per month (monthly average) 4in 1968 to 1,890 monthly
‘,average in 19713 although, RVNAF is suutalning most of" the
. "Allied combat deaths.

VNN activity

-~

) -~ Since beginning 69 VNN Major Operatlng Forces shlps/
“craft have incredsed from a total of 550 to 1 12), an
increase of over 100%. . ‘

Ground conbat

- - The RVNAF have. assumed responsibility for offen51ve(
: ground combat 1n the ‘RVN and. adgacent areas, i
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ranivions

1969 - 1,387,259
1970 - 977, 6
”1971 - 800,000 (Projected on 1st 9 mo CYT1)
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- Peak year was 1968~1,M37,370.t9ns

- Trend has been down each year since

- 1970 expendltures vere 32%'1ower than those in 1968.

It appears Lhat 1971 expendltures W1ll be at 1eaqt
MO% 1ouer than 1968 o
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